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Global affront to human 
rights and an assault on 
dignity 
 

FAO estimates  that today 
1.02 billion people, one-
seventh of the world’s 
population, are 
undernourished. Unicef 
reports 6 million children die 
every year from hunger and 
malnutrition. At the very 
same time, the World Health 
Organisation reports over 1 
billion overweight people of 
which 300 million obese. 
Enormous amounts of 
prepared food are wasted 
every day. On a global level, 
we produce enough food for 
everyone.  
 
            
 
Food security and undernourishment 
Food security would be the condition in which all 
people at all times have both physical and economic 
access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that 
meets their dietary needs for an active and healthy 
life. Recent FAO figures clearly indicate the world 
can produce enough food to eliminate hunger. 
However, worldwide, one out of seven people is 
undernourished. In Asia and the Pacific, where 
about two third of world’s undernourished people 
live, one out of six people is undernourished, while 
for Sub Sahara Africa, this is one out of three 
people. 
  
A person is defined as undernourished or 
chronically hungry when his or her food intake 
regularly provides less than his or her minimum 
energy requirements. Due to the local unavailability 
of food, poverty, and inappropriate utilization at 
household level, food insecurity exists.  
 

Undernourishment particularly affects rural landless 
and the urban poor as they cannot rely on self 
subsistence farming. Female headed households 
constitute another vulnerable group because women 
are often prevented from engaging in paid 
employment and thus do not have the means to 
access adequate food. Victims of disasters and 
armed conflicts also are at high risk of 
undernourishment and starvation. 

Households try to cope with poverty and 
undernourishment by migrating, borrowing money, 

or selling assets such as livestock. Withdrawing 
children from schools is another response to 
poverty and undernourishment, destroying long-
term human capital. People also engage in new 
types of economic activity, including child labour, 
and shift from more nutritious foods towards less 
nutritious items or simply eat less deteriorating 
their health, lowering labour productivity and 
reducing children’s cognitive potential.  

 
Global imbalance 
Director general of the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation Jacques Diouf points out the food 
problem is a matter of political choice rather than 
increased production. Nations invest some 
975 billion dollars each year in military spending 
and under 80 billion dollars in aid which could 
reduce the hunger and poverty.  
Only half of the world’s cereal production is 
currently used directly for human consumption. 
Agricultural production increasingly goes into 
animal feed to satisfy growing meat consumption, 
or it serves non-food uses, such as biofuel 
production for energy needs. The global economic 
crisis further aggravates food insecurity by 
affecting jobs and deepening poverty. 

Local unavailability of food: the Philippines case 
The right to food 
Under Article 11 of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, to which the 
Philippines is party among 160 other countries, 
every State is obliged to ensure for everyone under 



its jurisdiction access to the minimum essential 
food which is sufficient, nutritionally adequate and 
safe, to ensure their freedom from hunger. The 
obligations of the State are threefold: to respect, 
protect and fulfil the human right to food. The State 
is obliged to refrain from infringing on people’s 
ability to feed themselves where such an ability 
exists (respect), and to prevent others - in particular 
private actors such as firms - from encroaching on 
that ability (protect). Finally, the state is called 
upon to actively strengthen individuals' ability to 
feed themselves (fulfil). 
Of the 85 million Philippine population, 13 million, 
or 15% are undernourished, close to the average 
number for undernourishment in Asia and the 
Pacific of one out of six people. 
In the 2009 Human Development Report of the UN 
Development Program, the poverty incidence for 
the Philippines is estimated at 27%. Poverty 
incidence, as defined by the Philippine National 
Statistical Coordination Board, is the proportion of 
population or families with per capita income less 
than the per capita poverty line to the total number 
of population or families. The poverty line refers to 
the cost of the basic food and non-food 
requirements. For Mindanao, the southernmost 
island groups and agricultural region, often referred 
to as the country’s ‘food basket’, the poverty 
incidence is even estimated at 42%. Six out of ten 
of the poorest provinces of the country are located 
in Mindanao. Several factors contribute to 
Mindanao’s poverty and food insecurity. 
 
Geography and climate change 
The Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change 
or IPCC documented if temperatures rise by more 
than 2 degrees Celsius, the global food production 
potential is expected to contract severely and yields 
of major crops may fall globally. The declines will 
be particularly pronounced in lower latitudes. In 
Africa, Asia and Latin America yields could drop 
by 20-40 percent. 
Michel Jarraud, secretary-general of the World 
Meteorological Organization says developing 
countries, especially the least developed countries 
(LDCs) and small island developing states (SIDS) 
such as the Philippines are highly vulnerable to the 
impacts of climate change and climate variability. 
Agriculture is typically the most important sector in 
the economy of many developing countries, 
especially in LDCs and SIDS. Farmers practise 
subsistence agriculture and the productivity of the 
agricultural systems depend heavily on prevailing 
rainfall and temperature patterns. Climate 
variability, climate change and seasonal shifts in 
meteorological parameters strongly impact 
agricultural productivity, affecting the food security 
of many vulnerable developing countries. These 
changes require investments in improving 
agriculture's adaptive capacity to climate change.  

At the same time, agricultural production and 
consumption are among the most important 
contributors to climate change. The International 
Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science 
and Technology for Development (IAASTD) 
estimates about 30% of global emissions leading to 
climate change are attributed to agricultural 
activities. Agriculture contributes to human-
induced climate change in several ways. Land 
conversion and ploughing release large amounts of 
greenhouse gases (GHGs) from vegetation and 
soils. About half of the world’s land surface and 
more than 50% of the world’s forests has been 
converted to land for grazing and crop cultivation. 
Deforestation and forest degradation release GHGs 
through the decomposition of aboveground biomass 
and peat fires and decay of drained peat soils. The 
fossil fuels used to power farm machinery, 
irrigation pumps, and for drying grain, as well as 
fertiliser and pesticide production cause emissions 
of GHGs. Fertiliser and manure applications and 
decomposition of agricultural wastes also lead to 
emissions. Livestock digestion and bacteria in 
flooded rice paddies produce considerable GHGs. 
Newly bare soils have altered radiative fluxes and 
evaporation. Furthermore, the geographical distance 
between producer and consumer results in energy 
use for transport and related GHGs emissions. 
Climate change poses a double challenge for 
agriculture; adapting agricultural production 
systems to a new agro-ecological environment and 
helping mitigate the overall impacts of climate 
change on the world as a whole by reducing 
emissions. 
The IAASTD emphasises the fact that different 
agricultural systems vary enormously in their 
respective global warming impacts with respect to 
their direct emissions and carbon storage properties, 
as well as with respect to their inputs and 
consumption of fossil fuels at the level of 
production and at subsequent levels of transport, 
storage, processing, packaging, distribution and 
disposal. In general, small-scale, agro ecological 
farming and consumption systems producing for 
local markets at low levels of processing and 
packaging have substantially less global warming 
impacts than large-scale commodity production for 
global markets. 
According to IAASTD, the impact of organic 
farming methods on productivity depends on the 
region in which it is practiced. In industrial country 
regions, which already practice high-input intensity, 
conventional agriculture, the adoption of integrated  
nutrient management techniques would likely lower 
productivity and cause higher unit costs of 
production, while still providing greater satisfaction 
to those consumers who value such products. In 
regions with fairly low-intensity agriculture still 
widely practiced the adoption of integrated nutrient 
management techniques will likely cause an 



increase in yields, over and above the reference 
levels. 
 
Natural disasters  
The Philippine islands are located on the circum-
Pacific seismic belt, a stretch of trenches, island 
arcs and volcanic mountain ranges encircling the 
Pacific tectonic plate. As a result of the tectonic 
movement and collisions of crustal plates, most of 
the world’s earthquakes and volcanic eruptions 
occur in this zone. Yearly, over 800 earthquakes are 
recorded in the Philippines. From the 220 dormant 
volcanoes, 22 are potentially alive, and are known 
to suddenly become active. Tropical cyclones or 
typhoons with strong winds and floods ravage the 
coastal zones of the country from May until 
December, annually about 20 typhoons occur. 
Because of the massive deforestation the water 
holding capacity of the soil is lost and the bare soils 
are prone to erosion. When the powerful typhoons 
hit the country, the land cannot cope. Landslides, 
severe erosion and flooding are the result.  The 
social and economic cost of so called ‘natural’ 
disasters has moreover increased in recent years 
due to population growth, migration and unplanned 
urbanization and global climate change.  
 
Armed conflict 
Victims of natural disasters are directly confronted 
with the loss of homes and lands and are in urgent 
need of food. Refugees have abandoned their lands 
and livelihoods and become dependent on relief aid 
and help from others.  
The conflict situation in Mindanao poses an 
additional threat on the food security in the 
Philippines. The Asian Human Rights Commission 
further reported that the Philippine army is 
controlling and in some instances even preventing 
the distribution of food and relief supplies by the 
aid agencies for  Internally Displaced Persons. At 
the military checkpoints ,the army  prevented 
truckloads of rice and relief goods from the 
International Committee on the Red Cross from 
reaching the evacuees. According to AHRC the 
continuing food blockade the military has imposed 
in Maguindanao deprives over 34,000 families of 
Internally Displaced Persons of their food rations. 
The military are deliberately preventing food and 
relief goods that relief organizations are trying to 
deliver by holding them at check points.  
 
Artificial shortages 
During the previous year, rice prices in Asia 
increased considerably following a rising demand, 
depletion of government stockpiles, flooding, and a 
pest outbreak in Vietnam. Farmers across Asia 
started hoarding their crops, while Vietnam and 
Thailand, the Philippines´ main rice providers, 
safeguarded their domestic supply by curbing their 
export, pushing prices further up. Importing nations 

struggle to secure rice supplies and countries with 
deeper political and historical ties to the big 
exporters, like the Philippines to Vietnam, succeed 
better. The Philippines secured a 1.5 million ton 
supply guarantee from Vietnam as part of a 
government-to-government deal, for which the 
latter cuts its export quota to other countries. 
President Arroyo also set up a national anti-
hoarding and smuggling task force, and asked 
restaurants to cut down rice portions in order to 
reduce wastage. In response to the rising prices and 
government actions, people panicked and bought up 
rice to store at home. Traders began hoarding huge 
stocks, hoping to profit from higher prices later.  
Apparently there is no real food and rice shortage in 
the Philippines, and the problem is not with 
supplies, but with price. Considering that 80% of 
the Philippine population spends 60% of their 
income on food, and 40% of that is on rice, this is 
very serious, Agriculture Secretary Arthur Yap 
admits to the BBC. 
 
Apart from sufficient stocks, the sufficiency ratio 
for rice calculated on the base of the rice production 
data of the Philippine Bureau of Agricultural 
Statistics for the past years from 2002 to 2008 is 
100% and above for all years, except for 2007 
(97%).  
Economist and director of the Ateneo Center for 
Economic Research & Development Cielito Habito, 
confirms in an interview with Stella Gonzales that 
national underproduction would be striking since 
the International Rice Research Institute is based in 
the Philippines and there is also the National 
Philippine Rice Research Institute. If the national 
statistic reports on rice production are valid, the 
conclusion is that the Philippine rice crisis is 
created by cartels that take advantage of the 
tightness in world supply. Habito remarks that the 
supply shortage in the Philippines only emerged 
after other countries reported to experience deficits 
in rice production.  
 
Mining  
Clare Short, former UK minister of international 
development expressed concern about the 
implications of mining for food security in the 
Philippines after her fact finding mission to the 
country in 2006. A recent field investigation by two 
British mining experts Robert Goodland and Clive 
Wicks in 2008 resulted in the report ‘Philippines: 
Mining or food’. Goodland, environmental scientist 
specialized in economic development and advisor 
to the World Bank recommended on the report 
release early this year in Davao City: “ Based on 
our experience and extensive analysis a moratorium 
on any new mining development and an objective 
independent review of existing mining projects are 
fundamental to guarantee food security of the 
Philippine people. The government should prioritise 



domestic staple food production, instead of 
promoting the often foreign controlled mining 
operations.”  
Goodland and Wicks demonstrate clear overlap of 
existing and proposed mining locations with 
indigenous ancestral domains, watersheds and areas 
of environmental importance, all of which are 
critical for agricultural and food security in the 
Philippines. Areas in which mining has already 
taken place over the past few decades provide 
strong evidence that the extraction process damages 
rice production, often permanently. The negative 
effects of deforestation are supplemented by acidic 
leaking from mining, leading to additional loss of 
soil fertility. The Philippines rely already heavily 
on rice imports and world market rice prices have 
more than doubled in recent years. Goodland and 
Wicks question whether the country could gain 
enough income from mineral exports to buy 
internationally traded grain, assuming such grain is 
available. When internationally traded rice was 
cheap and plentiful, imported food was feasible; 
now that strategy is haemorrhaging the nation’s 
finances.  
Besides the impact of mining on agriculture, a key 
cause of the decline in river and coastal fish is 
poisoning, particularly acid mine drainage and the 
leaching of cyanide, mercury, cadmium, arsenic, 
lead and other heavy metals into aquatic and food 
systems, still for decades after the mine closes.  
 
The government claims that the mining industry 
creates jobs and profits, but in comparison to 
agriculture, fisheries and tourism, mining 
contributes the least of any economic sector to 
poverty reduction or sustainable development. 
Mining creates fewer jobs per unit of invested 
money and these are short term since most mines 
have a limited lifespan. In most cases the ore is 
exported unprocessed and mining profits are largely 
accrue to mining corporations that are based outside 
the country. Some profits go to the government, but 
little trickles down to poor Filipinos. The 
environmental and social costs at the other hand are 
largely absorbed by the communities till long after 
the mining corporation has left.  
While the Philippines may appear to have some of 
the best laws in the world to protect the 
environment, human rights and indigenous peoples, 
and is party to all major international conventions, 
the effective application remains unacceptably 
poor. 
The Philippines rated 141 out of 181 on the 
Transparency Corruption Index of Transparency 
International, the global coalition against corruption 
which yearly ranks countries from most to least 
transparency. 
Wicks, extractive industries environmental 
specialist connected to IUCN and WWF, highlights 
that any attempt to mine in countries which have a 

poor corruption record such as the Philippines will 
lead to corruption, environmental degradation, 
human rights abuses and probably violence. 
 
Deforestation 
Goodland and Wicks further attribute the food 
insecurity of the Philippines to neglect of the 
fundamental connection between natural resource 
management and food security. Massive forest 
clearing between 1950s and 1980s harmed 
agriculture and fisheries. Forest loss hits food 
production in many ways. For the majority of 
people in Mindanao, the environmental resource 
base, which they use for agriculture, fishing and the 
collection of forest products, is their principal or 
sole source of food. Environmental damage such as 
deforestation therefore poses significant risks to 
human right to food. 
Deforestation affects rainfall and water supply, 
which leads to a decline in rice production and 
disturbed fisheries. Productive soil and soil fertility 
is lost due to erosion and run-off instead of 
infiltration, while erosion and high surface run-off 
result in mud and sediment streams into rivers and 
the sea. Filter feeders and gills are smothered, the 
visibility of hunting fish is reduced, and prey fish 
are obscured leading to imbalances. Corals and sea 
grass beds are covered with sediment, don’t receive 
enough light for primary production and die, while 
algae and jellyfishes flourish. Forest tree fruit 
falling into the sea can also be a major source of 
fish food, which disappears. With the disturbance 
of the aquatic ecosystems the fish production 
collapses.  
 
Unsustainable nature management and pollution 
Goodland and Wicks convey that some 50 of the 78 
river systems in the Philippines are biologically 
dead because of industrial and domestic waste 
pollution and many rivers can no longer be tapped 
for irrigation. In supermarkets and local stores the 
excessive use of plastic bags remains unquestioned 
and throwing of waste is a common attitude on 
streets, busses and boats. Meanwhile dynamite, 
cyanide and biocide fishing methods and decades of 
over-fishing also affect food security, causing a 
decline in river and coastal fish. 
 
Banana industry  
Commercial banana plantations generate millions 
of dollars for transnational companies, plantation 
owners and traders in the Philippines and place the 
country among the world’s top exporters. This is 
not an achievement of Filipino plantation owners or 
the government, but like many third world countries 
the Philippines are manipulated by transnational 
companies, social researcher Gema Escobido 
explains. These transnational companies make use 
of local associates, banana producers in the case of 
the banana industry. This serves two major 



objectives. First, local producers are used as buffer 
between the transnational company and the 
uncontrollable changes in market conditions. The 
transnational company agrees to buy all the bananas 
which meet their quality standards, but when 
market conditions turn bad, the quality standards 
are simply raised and a small amount of bananas 
purchased. The losses are assumed by the local 
associate producers. Second, the system places vast 
tracts of land under transnational companies’ 
control without the expenses and political problems 
related with foreign land ownership. 
 
Philippine president Gloria Arroyo recently lifted 
the restriction on the total area the banana export 
industry is allowed to cover. This follows a trade 
agreement between the Philippines and the U.S. on 
banana imports for 2010. The Philippines is one of 
the world’s major banana producing and exporting 
countries and according to the government creating 
another new market will aid the livelihood of 
farmers in Mindanao where much of the exports are 
sourced. Adding an important market, such as the 
US, sends a positive signal to our small farmers to 
diversify into high value crop production, it sounds.  
Unfortunately farmworkers and small farmer 
growers of export banana get a minimal share of the 
takings. The Alternate Forum for Research In 
Mindanao (AFRIM) estimates farmers receive only 
9 percent of the banana sales, while the industry 
competes for land and water with food production 
and threatens food security with environmental 
pollution. According to mycologist Dionisio 
Alvindia about 80% of the bananas produced in 
Mindanao are for export markets. Pests and 
diseases are a major threat for banana production 
and most of the commercial export plantations 
tackle this problem with aerial spraying of 
pesticides and fungicides. Off-target precipitation 
of toxic chemicals blown by wind and wash off by 
rain affect human and environmental health in the 
nearby communities and off stream areas. In his 
2009 study, Jamir Ocampo, environmental 
economist, recorded the reports of local people 
residing next to a commercial plantation in 
Kapalong, Davao del Norte, witnessing reduced 
food crop yields due to migrating pests away from 
the plantations into the community fields, spray 
residues on crop leaves and drying laundry, in tanks 
for rain water collection serving domestic uses as 
bathing, and health problems. The pictures in the 
report provide additional evidence of the shocking 
situation. 
The banana workers and growers depend on the 
companies for survival. They rely on the salary 
advances the companies provide and what they can 
buy on credit from the company-run stores. 
Farmworkers comment that “before there was 
plenty to eat but we had no cash. Now we have 

money but nothing to eat. We depend on the 
company because that is where the food is.” 
With the lift of the ban on export banana area, the 
Pilipino Banana Growers and Exporters 
Association (PBGEA) plans to aggregate an 
additional area of 10.000 hectares for export banana 
production in the next year.  
 
Biofuels 
New demands on land for products such as biofuels 
are likely to grow exponentially in the coming 
decades, impacting food prices and leading to 
greater competition for land. Biofuels are promoted 
as an alternative renewable source of energy that 
lessens dependence on fossil fuels and reduces 
GHG emissions. The Philippine government 
justifies its dedication of more land to biofuels by 
stressing it would lessen the country’s dependence 
on imported fossil fuels and ensure the country’s 
sustainable economic growth that eventually will 
expand opportunities for livelihood.  
On the contrary, in practice, investments in biofuels 
in the Philippines are destined for export rather than 
for local consumption and industrialization. 
Productive agricultural lands are now gradually 
converted to biofuel plantations and in effect 
deprive farmers and small agricultural producers of 
viable lands for the production of their basic food 
crops, poultry and livestock. In addition, 
government’s subsidies and budget for agriculture 
are reduced even though the country’s food supply 
depends on it. While already a major rice importer, 
the biggest in the world, the government still 
allotted 1,2 million hectares for production of 
jathropa and another 1million hectares are set aside 
for growing sorghum, corn and rice for export 
biofuels. 
Anna Quines, natural resource officer of AFRIM, 
reasons that biofuels, to be a viable alternative, 
should provide a net energy gain, be economically 
competitive, and be producible in large quantities 
without reducing food supplies or risking ecological 
sustainability. Instead of gaining energy, 
conversion of land and crops into agro require large 
amount of inputs such as fertilizers and pesticides. 
Biofuel production competes for water with food 
crop production and domestic use. The Alternative 
Fuels Company of the Philippine National Oil 
Company persuades that marginal and idle lands 
will be used for biofuel production expansion. What 
the government often calls ‘marginal lands’ 
however, are in fact lands that have been under 
communal or traditional customary use for 
generations and are not privately owned or under 
intensive agricultural production. The lives and 
livelihoods of the people living in these lands are 
often ignored. Of the Philippine population about 
two thirds is rural and depends on farming for their 
livelihood and food. One-half of the Philippine 
labour force is engaged in agricultural activities. In 



Mindanao this is even 70%. This dominant role of 
agriculture in the economy of the Philippines is 
being threatened in export purpose production. 
While the biofuels act of 2006 seems like a 
promising start towards national energy 
independence, it ultimately again promotes foreign 
control over the country’s natural resources. The 
commanding position of transnational corporations 
in the local oil industry enables them to dictate the 
prices of petroleum products but also the 
exploitation and control of the country’s oil 
reserves and other resources. This is very likely to 
happen in the biofuels industry too if the 
government allows the nascent sector to fall under 
the monopoly control of transnational corporations. 
When investors gain the support of local political 
leaders, the latter facilitate entry of external projects 
in communities. Investors transact directly with 
landowners and except for indigenous peoples’ 
areas, are not required to secure local permits,. The 
local government therefore cannot regulate these 
investments and ensure that their constituents 
benefit. 
 
Overpopulation 
Overpopulation is a root cause of many problems in 
the Philippines. The enormous number of people 
poses a big pressure on the land and its natural 
resources and impacts food production 
considerably. While the Philippines land surface is 
limited to 300,000 square kilometers, the 
population is now estimated by the UN at 92 
million and continues to expand with an estimated 
birth rate of 3 births per female citizen. The 
government doesn’t plan sexual education in public 
schools and the general knowledge about pregnancy 
and prevention is limited. The powerful Catholic 
Church, the foremost religion in the country, strives 
against abortion and all forms of contraception and 
family planning programs in the Philippines. Both 
government’s and major religion’s leaders 
reproductive health policies counteract measures to 
attain food security in the Philippines.  
 
Long way ahead 
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right 
to food, Olivier De Schutter, identifies large-scale 
transnational land investments as opportunities for 
development, given their potential for creating 
infrastructures and employment, increasing public 
revenues and improving farmers' access to 
technologies and credit. Yet they can have negative 
effects on the right to food as well as on other 
human rights. Potential impacts include the eviction 
of land users which have no formal security of 
tenure over the land they have been cultivating for 
decades, the loss of access to land for indigenous 
peoples and pastoral populations, competition for 
water resources and decreased food security if local 
people are deprived of access to productive 

resources. De Schutter proposes a set of principles 
and measures to assist investors and host 
governments in the negotiation and implementation 
of large-scale land leases and acquisitions, to ensure 
that such investments work for the benefit of the 
population in the host country, including the most 
vulnerable groups. The principles also intend to 
ensure that foreign investments conducive to 
sustainable development, for the realization of the 
human right to food.  
Concrete, the negotiations for investment 
agreements should be fully transparent and with the 
participation of the local communities whose access 
to land and other productive resources may be 
affected as a result of the arrival of an investor. Any 
shifts in land use should in principle be made with 
the free, prior and informed consent of the local 
communities concerned.  
De Schutter recommends to promote farming 
systems that are labour intensive instead of highly-
mechanized to ensure that investment agreements 
contribute to reinforcing local livelihood options 
and provide living wages for the local population, a 
key component of the human right to food. De 
Schutter further suggests impact assessments prior 
to the finalization of the contract and later at pre-
defined intervals to highlight the consequences of 
the investment on local employment and incomes, 
on access to productive resources of the local 
communities and on the environment.  
 
Investment 
Director General of the International Institute of 
Tropical Agriculture Peter Hartmann reports that 
the farmers in poor countries are mostly small 
holder and subsistence farmers lacking access to 
farming inputs. As stated by Hartmann, countries 
need to diversify their food system, trade more 
regionally and be less dependent on food imports. 
In some countries the ‘food basket’ is too 
dependent on a few crops. Cereal dependent 
countries are often on the famine list, while cultures 
with more complex diets are more protected. If one 
crop fails, more of the other crops can be 
consumed.  
Janet Cotter and Reyes Tirado, biochemist and 
ecologist of the scientific Greenpeace Research 
Laboratories, additionally indicate that crop 
biodiversity has an important role in the adaptation 
to our changing environment. Unlike an 
oversimplified farming system, such as a 
monoculture, a biodivers agro ecosystem is better 
adapted to maintain its long-term productivity, 
contributing significantly to food security and 
reducing risks of crop failure. 
Hartmann presents increased investment in the 
agricultural sector as the most effective way to end 
hunger and poverty. The best approaches to address 
food availability, accessibility and utilization are 
based on research and are advocated and applied 



through cooperation among a broad set of partners, 
including farmers, national agricultural research 
systems, ngo’s, and the private sector. 
The International Assessment of Agricultural 
Knowledge, Science and Technology for 
Development (IAASTD) was initiated in 2002 by 
the World Bank and the FAO to assess the impact 
of agricultural knowledge, science and technology 
on the reduction of hunger and poverty and the 
improvement of rural livelihoods, and on equitable 
sustainable development. This year the resulting 
Global Report is released. The report predicts that 
food security and food sovereignty are likely to still 
be problems 50 years from now. Agricultural 
production will be increasingly constrained by 
competition for land and water and by climate 
change. To feed the world sustainably into the 
future, fundamental changes are needed in our 
farming and food systems, is concluded. Higher, 
judiciously placed investments in technology, 
development can significantly improve outcomes 
for food availability and food security. 
With higher investments in agricultural knowledge, 
science and technology, the share of malnourished 
children in the group of developing countries is 
projected to decline with 25% in the next 50 years. 
If these higher investments are combined with 
improvements in complementary service sectors 
such as health and education, the projections show 
an even greater reduction with almost 60%. By 
contrast, either flatlined or slowed rates of 
investments in agricultural knowledge, science and 
technology will negatively affect regional food 
security and exacerbate childhood malnutrition with 
levels that easily surpass current malnutrition 
levels. 
 
In 1996, Jaques Diouf of FAO called for the first 
World Food Summit, after which 112 countries 
adopted a program to half the number of hungry in 
the world by the year 2015. In this investment plan, 
immediate hunger relief interventions and a long-
term strategy for sustainable growth are advocated.  
Already in 2002, a second world summit had to 
draw the international community's attention to the 
fact that resources to finance agricultural programs 
in developing countries were decreasing instead of 
rising. Like this the Summit target would be 
reached in 2150 only.  
“Sad but true, we failed to live up to our promises. 
Rather than providing more help, we witnessed a 
stubborn decline in the attention paid to agriculture: 
Official Development Assistance for agriculture fell 
from 17% in 1980 to 3% in 2006. The international 
and regional financial institutions saw a drastic 
reduction in resources allocated to the activity that 
constitutes the principal livelihood of 70% of the 
world's poor. Today, the consequences of inaction 
speak for themselves: Soaring prices for food and 

inputs produced a bitter crop of protests, riots and 
deepening global hunger.”  
Last 16 an 17 November, the third World Summit 
on Food Security follows a year of major rises in 
food prices, and provided another opportunity to 
come up with measures and commitments to put the 
ideal of revitalising agriculture and ending hunger 
and poverty into practise.  
 
Summits, conferences, fora and commitments for 
the advocacy of the human right to food have been 
following one another throughout the years, but still 
the eradication of hunger remains utopia.  
“So long as freedom from hunger is only half 
achieved, so long as two-thirds of the nations have 
food deficits, no citizen, no nation can afford to be 
satisfied. We have the ability, as members of the 
human race, we have the means, we have the 
capacity to eliminate hunger. We only need the 
will.”, president J. F. Kennedy said on the World 
Food Congress in Washington D.C., 1963. 
 
 


